Parent/Student Independent Study Project for Credit
The staff at the Monroe Virtual Charter Middle School adheres to the principle that a sound educational program should develop within the student the desire and the ability to learn on their own.  There are many other advantages to independent study.  One is that it can be the springboard for lifetime study pursuing personal interests.  Where better to begin this habit of pursuing personal interests than high school.  Once a student becomes motivated by something that interests them he or she can make use of many learning resources.  The student is motivated by his or her own interests, not by the assignments of the teacher.  
Another great advantage of independent study is that it is self-paced.  Instead of being held up by other students, a student can forge ahead; and not be side-tracked by the problems or interests of others.  The focus is solely on the student’s own education.  

It follows that the primary purpose of independent study is to provide students an opportunity to acquire knowledge relevant to their needs and interests that is not available in a timely manner through a listed course.  We also believe that the effort required in the independent study course should be equivalent to that required for regularly listed courses.  
While Independent Study offers the student more flexibility in their education, Independent Study Courses should be just as challenging and rewarding as on line courses.  Students who are considering Independent Study for Credit should ask themselves the following questions:

· Can I learn the material with little or no teacher supervision or interaction?
· Do I have the self discipline to complete the Independent Study Course?

· Can I use my time wisely and pace myself accordingly?

To earn one half credit (.5) the Parent/Student Independent Study Project should entail approximately 60 hours of work.  To earn one credit (1.0) the student should complete approximately 120 hours of work.  

Proposal for Parent/Student Independent Study Credit
Students who wish to do Parent/Student Independent Study for Credit must first secure the approval of their teacher by submitting the Proposal for Parent/Student Independent Study Class form.
The teacher and student should then discuss the proposal, the criteria for assigning a course grade, in what subject area (e.g. Science, Math, and English) the credit will be awarded, and a time line for completion of the project.  
If approved, the Independent Study proposal will be signed by the student, teacher, and the parent.  
            Proposal for Parent/Student Independent Study Credit
Topic __________________________________________________________________

Overview________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Goals(List 2-3) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What do you hope to learn? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Schedule of Completion ____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Format of Completed Project (e-mail, power point etc.) ________________________________________________________________________

To be completed by Teacher:

Criteria for Credit _________________________________________________________

Subject Area _____________________________________________________________

Credit to be awarded ______________________________________________________

Completion Date _________________________________________________________

Signatures:

Student_______________________________________

Teacher ______________________________________

Parent (s) _____________________________________

Principal______________________________________

Project Submission Requirements

· All Independent Study projects are the responsibility of the student.

· Late projects, projects that do not follow submission requirements, and/or incomplete projects will not be considered for credit.

· The student’s parent must certify that the completed project took the required 60 hours to complete (120 hours for 1 credit.)

· A student may earn no more than 1 credit of Parent/Student Independent Study Courses for Credit during their enrollment at the Monroe Virtual Charter Middle School.  

· Send your work to Monroe Virtual Middle School, 801 32nd Ave, Monroe, WI  53566
